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Simply put, error 0xC004E003 indicates that the Software Licensing Service reported that license
evaluation failed. This problem occurs if the license validity interval has expired, or if the license is

not signed correctly. Providing the wrong key is likely to through this error. If you are trying to
activate an OEM (original equipment manufacturer) version of Windows, your product key should be
on a sticker under, at the side or behind your computer. If you are activating a retail version (bought
a DVD from the store) then your product key should be inside your DVD or stuck to the side or on top

of the DVD. Make sure you input the correct product key when activating Windows. The key is for
use with Windows 7 Ultimate RTM product that is meant to be pre-installed by the OEM on new PCs

to be shipped later this year. As such, the use of this key requires having a PC from the manufacturer
it was issued to. Weve worked with that manufacturer so that customers who purchase genuine
copies of Windows 7 from this manufacturer will experience no issues validating their copy of

Windows 7. At the same time we will seek to alert customers who are using the leaked key that they
are running a non-genuine copy of Windows. Its important to note that no PCs will be sold that will

use this key. For others, we suggest contacting the Retail Center that sold your copy of Windows 7 to
see if you were a participating customer and to determine if they will be able to provide you with a
replacement CD. Additionally, Microsoft will not be able to provide replacement installation media,
but you can request up to a six-month Windows Enterprise Technical Refresh (WETR) upgrade or a

similar offer by contacting your volume licensing partner or point of purchase.
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we had an issue today where some users were prompted with an error when installing windows 7
rc1. this was caused by an unhandled exception in the wat validation process. this only happened
when users attempted to activate windows 7 from the dvd that was provided with windows 7. we

have fixed this bug and are working on a fix for it to be released in the next build. with the changes
in windows 7 rc2, we have had to make some adjustments to the the process to ensure that all of the

keys that are going to be distributed with the final release of windows 7 are fully validated. to do
this, we have modified the validation software that is installed on a windows 7 rc2 install dvd. if you

are attempting to activate windows 7 using the dvd, this is the reason you are prompted for the
product key again. once we are sure that all of the keys that are going to be distributed with the final
release of windows 7 are validated, we will remove the dvd key check. as mentioned earlier, this key
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does not activate the system. instead, it will be used to validate the copy of windows 7 that you are
installing. for example, if you have a windows 7 rc2 dvd, you should be able to install windows 7 and
continue to use it for testing. once you are happy with the install, you can then register your copy of
windows 7 using the product key you were issued on the windows 7 rc2 dvd. this will validate your

copy of windows 7. when i first opened this laptop, the product key was on a sticker, inside the
laptop. i removed the sticker and tried to activate, but to no avail. i tried the "start" button and the
windows logo key and nothing worked. i finally figured out that the f8 button was what i needed to
activate it, and i activated it. after that, everything worked. i then used the product key to reinstall

windows. 5ec8ef588b
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