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psychology to 2014Photo: Jewel
Samad/AFP/Getty Images During yesterday’s

Senate debate over the Supreme Court
nominee, Senators Chuck Grassley and Al

Franken were reminding us to the folks
watching at home that a Democratic

presidential candidate, Hillary Clinton, had
called for the court-packing. Franken asked,

You just heard Sen. [Amy] Klobuchar’s
endorsement for the court-packing plan. You

had Sen. Clinton say, “I think what we need to
do is expand the court, not eliminate it.” And

now we’re hearing that, effectively, the
strategy is to pack the court. Shouldn’t that be

opposed by all of us? Grassley, in response,
said, “That’s the first time I’ve ever heard of

anyone saying they want to pack the Supreme
Court.” It’s an odd way to describe a plan to
increase the number of justices on the court,

and it is true that, on the campaign trail,
Clinton had stated a “liberal” goal of getting to

15 justices on the court. The rules for what
counts as a “liberal” court are not clear — the

late conservative justice Antonin Scalia, for
example, was counted as a “liberal”
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