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short-term leave of absence from the university during which you may pursue study, research, or
professional development outside the University of Colorado Boulder. While you are away from

campus during your sabbatical, you will be considered “on leave of absence” and must meet the
requirements for the number of credits you will have received for the academic year that you will be

on leave. The number of in-person credits you will accumulate during a sabbatical will not count
toward your total number of hours of required courses in the semester (the number of credit hours
you will have in the semester will be unaffected). On-line courses are equivalent to one credit hour.
This means that even though a number of on-line courses are offered each semester, you will only
receive one credit hour toward your degree. Any in-person courses, if taken, must be taken during
the time you are at the institution involved, not just before or after your sabbatical. The number of
hours you are allotted for a sabbatical is 12 times the number of credit hours you have received in

the semester (this is called your “sabbatical hours.”). For example, if you have 30 total credit hours,
you are limited to 12 sabbatical hours. A sabbatical may not exceed 12 months in duration and may
not be more than half the length of the semester. You can view the specific instructions for how to

calculate your sabbatical hours for your course here. Students who plan on doing research or
professional development on the University of Colorado Boulder campus during their sabbatical must

follow through with the University's Research and Development (
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